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TO  THE  WADEBRIDQE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1937. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)— 88,064. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 
Mid.,  1937—12,560. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according 
to  the  Rate  Books —4,578. 

Rateable  value — £49,961. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  — £217. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  town  of  Wadebridge  is  the  social,  marketifig 
and  shopping  centre  of  the  district,  in  which 
agriculture  (chiefly  dairying  and  cattle  rearing)  is  by 
far  the  most  important  industry. 

The  fishing  industry  carried  on  at  Port  Isaac,  in 
the  extreme  north  of  the  district,  shows  little  or  no 
signs  of  improvement. 

The  china  clay  industry  finds  employ  nent  for  a 
good  number  of  men  and  continues  in  a  satisfactory 


condition,  a  large  amount  being  regularly  exported 
to  the  continent  and  other  places. 

As  a  holiday  resort  with  its  many  attractions  of 
sea.  rivers  and  moors,  the  district  attracts  a  large  and 
increasing  number  of  visitors,  but  a  longer  season 
would  materially  lessen  the  difficulties  of  those  whose 
livelihood  is  dependent  on  them. 

Unemployment  is  not  general  and  does  not  present 
the  problem  it  does  in  some  industrial  districts. 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics  for  the  year. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Live  births 

84 

82 

166 

Legitimate 

80 

80 

160 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population — 

■13’2. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Still  births 

4 

1 

5 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Rate  per  1000  total  (1 

ive  and  still)  births, 

29-2 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Deaths 

76 

81 

157 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population — 12 ’6 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  were 


M. 

F; 

Total. 

Heart  disease 

•  •  • 

13 

20 

33 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

9 

14 

Cerebral  Haemorrhag 

e  ... 

5 

6 

11 

Influenza 

•  •  # 

8 

10 

18 

Pneumonia' 

«  •  • 

3 

2 

5 

Bronchitis 

• « • 

4 

1 

5 

Cancer 

•  •  • 

10 

13 

23 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerpural  sepsis  or 

other 

puerpural  causes. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 

year  of 

age 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Total  deaths 

2 

I 

3 

Legitimate 

2 

I 

3 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 18-7 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages)...  Nil 

,,  Diarrhoea 

(under  2  years  of  age)...  Nil 

Comparison  of  Birth  and  Deaths  with  those  of  the 
previous  year  and  with  those  for  England  and 
Wales  ' — 


1936 

1937 

1936 

England 
and  Wales. 

1937 

Birth  rate 

14-7 

13  2 

14-8 

14.9 

Death  rate 

12  7 

12  8 

12-1 

12-4 

Infantile  death  rate 

75  2 

18-07 

59 

58 

During  October  and  the 

early  part 

of  November 

eight  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  amongst  children 
attending  the  elementary  school  at  Waterloo, 
Blisland. 

The  attacks  generally  were  mild  and  there  were 
no  deaths. 

The  school  was  closed  on  account  of  the  epidemic 
from  November  1st  to  November  15th  with  a  further 
extension  to  November  29th  when  the  outbreak 
ceased. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  H.  Hobling  (a  part 
time  officer).  Is  also  V^edical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Borough  of  Bodmin,  Certifying  Factory  Surgeon 
and  Public  Vaccinator. 

Sanitary  Inspectors — J.  D.  Clerk,  Eastern  Area. 

A.  E.  Bewes,  Western  iVrea. 

Both  these  Officers  hold  the  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  are  employed  full  time. 

In  addition  to  these  sanitary  duties  they  also  act 
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as  District  Surveyors,  Meat  Inspectors,  and  Inspectors 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  remain  as  before.  Swabs,  &c.,  are  sent  to 
the  Pathologist  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Truro, 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

St.  John  Ambulance  Association  have  a  well 
equipped  Motor  Ambulance  in  Bodmin,  with  well 
trained  orderlies  and  nurses  which  deals  with 
accidents  and  non-infectious  cases  of  illness. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  area  is  divided  into  districts,  each  with  its 
trained  nurse  supplied  by  the  County  Nursing 
Association. 

There  are  no  clinics  or  hospitals  in  the  district  and 
no  Isolation  Hospital.  The  latter  has  been  much 
discussed  but  there  does  not  seem  any  immediate 
prospect  of  anything  being  done. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water — Wadebridge  has  a  good  supply  of  water 
which  is  to  be  augmented  with  a  view  to  future 
development. 

The  western  part  ot  the  area,  dependent  as  it  i® 
on  wells  and  springs,  is  liable  to  a  shortage  of  water 
in  the  summer,  especially  when  a  la’^ge  number  of 
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visitors  are  about. 

The  De  Lank  scheme,  which  has  received  the 
sanction  of  Parliament,  will,  when  takes  effecL 
supply  this  area  as  well  as  some  areas  under  other 
authorities. 

Sewerage. 

Minor  improvements  have  been  carried  out  and  a 
sewage  disposal  plant  installed  at  St.  Kew  Highway 
which  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

These  generally  are  clean  and  there  have  been  no 
complaints  of  pollution. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

In  built  up  areas  where  there  is  a  water  supply 
and  suitable  sewerage,  water  closets  are  used  In 
other  places  the  pail  system  is  one  commonly  in  use. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  a  matter  of 
difficulty  at  times,  more  especially  in  the  summer 
months  when  a  large  number  of  visitors  are  about, 
but  by  means  of  a  motor  lorry  and  suitable  dumps  the 
matter  is  being  efficiently  dealt  with. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Dairies,  Shops,  Cowsheds,  Slaughter  Houses, 


have  been  regularly  visited  and  the  conditions  found 
generally  satisfactory. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

There  has  been  no  need  for  any  action  in  this 
matter. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

d  here  are  none  either  publicly  or  privately  owned 
in  the  district. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  complaints  of  infestation  have  been  received 
from  either  council  or  other  houses. 

SCHOOLS. 

These  have  been  visited  and  reported  on  from  time 
to  time. 

They  are  generally  satisfactory  and  some  minor 
improvements  have  been  carried  out.  Most  of  the 
schools  are  in  rural  areas  where  the  pail  system  of 
sanitation  is  generally  the  one  used. 

The  school  at  Blisland  was  closed  from  November 
1st  to  November  29th  on  account  of  Diphtheria  ag 
already  commented  on. 
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Housing 

1,  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
cts^  ••  •••  h  9 1 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose...  ...  ...  ...  ...613 

(2)  ia)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Kegulations,  1925, 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...280 

[b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  ...  ....  ...  ...292 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be 

in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation...  ...  ...38 

2.  Peniedj  of  defects  during  the  year  without 

service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...174 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
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rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...174 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the 
year, — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and 
16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...10 

(2)  Number  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices — 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...lO 

{.b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  1 4 

(2)  Number  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices —  14 

By  Owners...  ...  ...  ...14 

[h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners  ...  ...  ....  0 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


n 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made.  2 

(2)  Number  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  2 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  in  respect  of  which  closing 
orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . .  0 

Housing  .Act,  1936,  Part  IV,  Overcrowding — 

{a)  Cl)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...16 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...16 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  93 

[b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 
relieved  during  the  year...  ...  ....  0 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
cases  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  0 
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{d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  0 

The  Council  have  in  view  the  provision  of  more 
houses  in  various  parts  of  the  district  to  meet  the 
need  of  agricultural  workers. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  supply.  Dairies,  cowsheds,  &c.,  have  been 
visited  and  inspected  and  a  generally  improved 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  noticeable. 

No  samples  of  meat  have  been  taken  for  bacterial 
content  or  tubercle  bacilli.  This  has  been  done  by 
the  County  Council, 

Meat  and  other  foods.  Slaughter  houses,  butchers^ 
and  bskers’  shops,  bakehouses,  &c.,  have  been 
inspected  and  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness 
found  satisfactory. 


Table  of  carcasses  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cattle 

exclnding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1872 

210 

184 

4484 

1869 

Number  inspected 

Whole  carcasses  condemned,  all 

1752 

184 

169 

4049 

1815 

diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Carcasses  of  w'bich  some  part  or 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 

16 

8 

other  than  Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis  only — 

— 

— 

— 

•003 

•004 

whole  carcasses  condemned  ... 
Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 

38 

2 

38 

culosis 

•0203 

•01 

— 

— 

•02 
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A  meat  marketing  scheme  under  Part  III  of  the 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  is  not  in  force. 

Adulteration,  &c. 

Action  on  the  various  acts  dealing  with  this  matter 
as  well  as  with  the  Cv^emical  and  Bacteriological 
examination  of  food  is  undertaken  by  the  County 
Coucil. 

Shellfish — There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or  layings  in 
the  district. 


The  Reports  of  the  two  Sanitary  Inspectors  are 
included  in  this  Report. — 
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Annual  Report  on  Sanitary  Conditions  within  the 
Eastern  Area  for  the  year  1937. 


GENERAL. 

I  have  to  report  a  steady  improvement  in  the  general 
conditions  within  my  area. 

HOUSING  MATTERS. 

No  new  Council  houses  were  erected  within  my  area 
during  the  year,  but  a  number  are  under  consideration  ;  there 
is  a  need  for  Council  houses  in  a  number  of  Parishes  for  the 
poorer  paid  rural  worker,  in  addition  to  those  required  for 
Agricultural  workers,  but  they  must  be  let  at  a  rent  of  about 
4/-  a  week.  6  cottages  were  reconstructed  under  the  Rural 
Workers  Housing  Act  and  a  number  of  cottages  have  been 
repaired  as  a  result  of  informal  notices. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  within  my  area  of 
shortage  of  water  or  of  the  quality  of  same,  but  there  is  a 
decided  need  for  a  public  water  supply  with  a  number  of 
villages,  and  it  is  hoped  the  proposed  De  Lank  scheme  will 
fulfil  the  want ;  the  Wadebridge  public  supply  was  extended 
to  supply  the* cottages  at  Ball. 

SEWERAGE. 

There  have  been  no  extensions  of  the  public  sewers 
during  the  past  year.  The  Sewage  Disposal  plant  at  St.  Kew 
Highway  wms  installed  and  is  working  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

This  matter  has  engaged  my  attention  for  some  time, 
and  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  coping  with  the  greatly 
augmented  population  during  the  Season,  the  Wadebridge 
lorry  now  collects  from  the  villages  of  St.  Tudy,  Egloshayle, 
Sladesbridge,  and  at  Amble  when  required,  and  it  is  now 
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proposed  to  further  extended  the  use  of  this  lorry ;  practically 
all  villages  have  now  a  collection  during  the  Summer,  and  a 
nnmber  all  the  year  round. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

This  is  carried  out  as  part  of  a  routine,  all  Slaughter 
houses  being  inspected  regularly. 

CAMPS  AND  BEACHES. 

Life  saving  apparatus  is  provided  on  all  beaches,  and 
the  beaches  are  constantly  inspected  for  litter  and 
arrangements  made  for  clearing  as  necessary. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  are  inspected  regularly,  and 
I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  considerable  improvement  in 
structural  conditions  and  matters  of  cleanliness. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  DONALD  CLERK. 
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Sanitary  Report  for  Western  Area  for  Year 
ending  31st  December,  1937. 

WADEBRIDGE  PABISH.— 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  for  both  domestic  and  trade 
purposes  was  continuous  duriog  the  year,  and  was  not 
curtailed  during  the  drier  months.  Gaugings  of  certain 
additional  springs  on  the  Hustyn  gathering  ground  were 
made,  and  it  was  found  that  a  further  29,000  gallons  per  day 
could  be  obtained.  The  Council  decided  that  this  water 
should  be  brought  into  supply  in  readiness  for  the  coming 
summer.  This  work  will  be  put  in  hand  during  the  coming 
year.  An  analysis  of  the  water  taken  from  all  sources, 
namely,  Haycrock,  Tregwindles,  and  Hustyn  was  made,  and 
the  water  proved  of  excellent  quality  and  free  from 
contamination. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  Council  purchased  a  7  cubic  yard  Morris 
Commercial  Refuse  Collection  Vehicle  which  is  proving 
a  decided  improvement  on  the  older  type  of  collection  vehicle 
now  disposed  of.  Refuse  is  collected  from  all  domestic 
properties  (840  in  number)  twice  weekly,  and  deposited  on 
the  “  saltings  ’’  below  Bradford’s  Quay  and  Trevilling  Quay, 
Wadebridge.  Controlled  tipping  being  the  method  of 
disposal.  In  addition  to  disposing  of  the  refuse  in  an  orderly 
manner,  the  land  being  formed  will  eventually  be  a 
considerable  asset,  having  a  frontage  of  1,000  feet  to  the  tidal 
and  navigable  portion  of  the  River  Camel,  and  of  an  average 
width  of  200  feet. 

STJ^EET  SCAVENGING  AND  GULLY  EMPTYING. 

This  service  is  render('d  by  the  Council  and  sufficient 
street  sweepers  are  in  continuous  employment.  Litter  baskets 
being  also  provided  at  suitable  points. 
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STREET  LIGHTING. 

All  the  built  up  portions  of  the  area  are  lit  with  electric 
street  lamps  at  an  annual  cost  of  £320  The  lamps  being  lit 
from  sunset  to  1 1  p.m.  during  the  months  of  September 
October,  November,  December,  January,  February,  March, 
April  and  May.  The  lighting  being  controlled  with  timed 
switches. 

SEWERS. 

The  bulk  of  the  built  up  areas  are  sewered,  and  no 
complaints  were  received,  the  effluent  discharging  into  the 
tidal  portion  of  the  Camel  Estuary,  via  several  outfalls  at 
suitable  points. 

HOUSING  —  SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

The  six  families  re-housed  in  the  new  three  bed-type 
houses  at  Bodieve,  erected  under  this  programme,  are  very 
pleased  with  their  new  surroundings,  and  take  a  pride  in 
their  homes. 

PLAYING  FIELD. 

The  Parish  owns  a  1 3  acre  playing  field,  well  equipped 
with  children’s  amusements,  and  pitches  for  most  all  forms  of 
outdoor  games.  The  surface  is  continually  rolled  and  the 
grass  kept  cut  with  an  “  Atco”  Motor  Mower  and  Trailer. 

PARKS  AND  GARDENS. 

The  Parish  controls  the  Coronation  Park  and  Gardens 
of  approximately  8  acres.  This  park  is  of  great  natural 
beauty,  and  amply  supplied  with  restful  seats  and  shelters. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

There  are  in  this  Parish  2  sets  of  Public  Conveniences 
for  females  and  2  sets  of  Public  Conveniences  for  men.  and 
one  public  urinal  for  men.  All  the  Public  Conveniences  are 
lit  by  electricity,  having  glazed  tiled  walls  and  impervious 
floors,  with  adequate  accommodation 
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GENERALLY 

REFUSE. 

A  Scheme  of  refuse  collection  is  in  operation  for  the 
Parishes  of  St.  Breock,  St.  Issey,  and  St.  Merryn. 

In  the  St.  Breock  Parish  the  refuse  is  collected  from  the 
hamlet  Trevanson  twice  a  month,  and  from  communial  bins 
at  Burlawn,  Whitecross,  St.  Breock  Churchtown,  and 
Edmunton,  once  a  month. 

In  St.  Issey  Parish  the  refuse  is  collected  from  all 
domestic  properties  once  a  month,  and  in  both  cases  disposed 
of  at  Wadebridge. 

In  St.  Merryn  Parish  the  refuse  is  collected  from  all 
domestic  properties  during  the  holiday  months,  namely  from 
May  until  October,  inclusive,  and  deposited  within  the  Parish 
in  an  isolated  spot,  controlled  tipping  being  the  method  of 
disposal. 

It  is  hoped  that  arrangements  for  refuse  collection  from 
the  Parishes  of  St.  Eval  and  St.  Ervau  will  shortly  be 
introduced. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

During  the  year  plans  were  approved  for  the  erection 
of  seventy  two  now  properties.  These  are  mainly  erected  in 
the  coastal  Parishes  of  S.  Eval,  St.  Merryn  and  Wadebridge. 

HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACT. 

During  the  year  two  cottages  were  re-conditioned  under 
the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  the  maximum  grant  of 
£66-13-4  being  made  in  each  case 

OVERCROWDING  SURVEY. 

The  overcrowding  survey  revealed  that  4  houses  were 
overcrowded  in  the  Parish  of  Wadebridge,  2  houses  were 
overcrowded  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Issey,  and  1  house  was 
ovei’crowded  in  each  of  the  Parishes  of  Withiel  and  St. 
Merryn.  There  were  no  overcrowded  houses  in  the  Parishes 
of  St.  Eval,  St.  Ervan  and  St  Breock. 
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TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING. 

The  Wadebridge  Rural  District  Council  are  Members 
of  the  East  Cornwall  Joint  Planning  Committee  (Northern 
Area)  and  all  development  since  the  approval  of  the 
“  resolution  ”  is  subject  to  this  Act.  The  bulk  of  new 
buildings  is  taking  place  in  the  coastal  parishes,  and  within 
sight  of  the  sea,  and  in  my  opinion  some  Act  similar  to  the 
Restriction  of  Ribbon  Development  Act  for  Roads  should  be 
passed  to  prevent  the  coastal  “ribbon”  building,  as  under 
the  Planning  Act  of  1932  control  can  only  be  obtained  with 
diflSculty  owing  to  the  complicated  procedure  involved. 

FORESHORES 

The  Council  have  had  installed  on  all  the  bays  in  my 
area,  warning  notices  of  danger  to  bathers,  and  also  “  Board 
of  Trade  ”  type  life  bouys  and  lines.  In  order  to  safeguard 
bathers  still  further,  the  Council  has  instructed  me  to  have 
erected  further  notice  warning  boards  and  life-belts  and  life¬ 
lines  of  suitable  length,  and  housed  in  appropriate  boxes 
placed  in  suitable  positions.  These  will  be  erected  before  the 
holiday  season  commences. 

FIRE  BRIGADE 

The  Council  owns  the  Fire  Fighting  appliances  which 
consist  of  a  “Leyland”  Fire  Engine  and  Ladder,  “Mighty 
Atom  ”  Trailer  Pump,  Pyrene  Foam  apparatus,  Minimax 
Chemical  Extinguishers,  and  sufihcient  hose  and  general 
equipment. 

The  personnel  of  the  brigade  is  two  Officers  and  11 
firemen,  and  is  maintained  on  a  voluntary  basis. 

I  am  second  Officer  to  the  Brigade. 

COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

There  are  over  60  Council  owned  houses  in  my  area 
and  for  which  I  am  responsible  for  maintenance  and  repair. 
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HOUSING  GENERALLY. 

There  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  urgent  need  for  houses 
to  accommodate  the  worker  receiving  small  wages.  I  have  met 
many  instances,  where  on  a  cottage  becoming  vacant,  for  20 
or  more  persons  to  endeavour  to  obtain  possession,  and  many 
a  young  couple  cannot  marry  because  there  is  no  suitable 
accommodation  available.  The  average  wage  of  labourers  in 
my  area  is  about  40/-  a  week  (often  less),  it  therefore  is 
impossible  for  private  enterprise  to  cater  for  this  type  of 
person.  Some  form  of  subsidy  is  urgently  needed  to  enable 
Local  Authorities  to  erect  houses  to  meet  this  very  urgent 
need.  In  my  opinion  the  day  of  private  enterprise  catering 
for  the  general  housing  need  is  passed,  as  private  enterprise 
cannot  build  to  let  at  a  rent  within  the  capacity  of  the  low 
paid  worker. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

All  producers  and  retailers  in  the  area  are  registered 
and  their  farms  and  buildings  subject  to  regular  inspection. 
The  standard  of  cowhouse  accommodation  is  improving,  and  in 
the  main  all  dairymen  are  persons  of  clean  habits. 

Delivery  by  bottle  is  becoming  more  popular. 

MEAT  SUPPLY. 

In  the  rural  parts  of  the  area,  the  meat  is  “hawked” 
in  butchers’  vans  from  house  to  house,  carful  supervision  is 
therefore  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  meat  is  not  contaminated 
by  this  method.  The  more  populous  parts  have  butchers’ 
shops,  which  are  generally  in  keeping  with  modern  practice, 
and  kept  clean  and  wholesome.  The  animals  are  all 
slaughtered  in  registered  or  licenced  slaughter-houses,  by 
humane  methods,  and  subject  to  regular  inspection. 

ICE  CREAM. 

This  commodity  is  sold  only  from  premises  which  are 
registered  and  subject  to  inspections. 
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CAMPING  GROUNDS. 

There  are  several  holiday  camping  grounds  within  my 
area,  these  are  all  well  maintained  and  provided  with 
satisfactory  water  supply,  and  arrangements  for  the  disposal 
of  refuse  and  sanitary  accommodation. 

BREAD  AND  OAKES. 

This  commodity  is  mainly  delivered  to  the  housewife 
from  “  bakers’  vans.”  Bread  is  delivered  un-wrapped, which 
is  most  undesirable. 

AMENITIES. 

The  Post  Office  Authorities  have  made  the  telephone 
available  for  practically  all  hamlete. 

The  Cornwall  Electric  Company  are  rapidly  extending 
the  electric  distribution  lines  and  the  more  important  parts 
of  my  district  are  wired  for  supply. 

Refuse  Collection  is  in  operation  in  a  very  large  portion 
of  the  area 

Drainage  (except  Wadebridge  Parish)  is  arranged  for 
by  the  building  owner,  and  for  the  present  is  giving  rise  to 
very  few  complaints. 

Water  Supply.  The  District  generally  is  dependent 
upon  wells,  many  of  the  shallow  type,  and  a  very  urgent 
need  will  be  met  when  the  De  Lank  River  Scheme  is  in 
operation. 

Street  Scavenging.  All  the  Roads  in  the  area  are  under  the 
control  of  the  Cornwall  County  Council,  and  all  roadside 
ditches  and  gullies  in  the  rural  part  of  my  distict  are  scavenged 
by  the  highway  authority.  This  work  is  being  done  efficiently 
and  gives  rise  to  very  few  complaints. 

WORKMEN. 

I  have  under  my  control  six  permanent  workmen  for 
duties  within  the  Parish  cf  Wadebridge,  and  1  female  lavatory 
attendent  and  am  authorised  to  engage  such  casual  labour 
as  necessary  from  time  to  time. 
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DUTIES. 

I  hold  the  dual  appointment  (Western  Area)  of  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  as  Surveyor  am  responsible  for 
the  following  :  laying  of  sewers,  examination  of  drains,  water 
supply  to  houses,  sewage  disposal,  refuse  collection  and 
disposal,  inspection  of  new  buildings  and  drains  under  byelaw 
requirments,  housing  schemes,  existing  and  new  including 
design  and  erection,  parks  and  pleasure  grounds,  interin 
development  under  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1932, 
and  tbe  water  supply  to  the  Parish  of  Wadebridge  (population 
of  2,500),  and  as  Sanitary  Inspector,  as  prescribed  by  article 
27  of  the  Regulations  of  1935,  which  includes  inspection  of 
district  to  ascertain  sanitary  circumstances  and  nuisances 
requiring  abatement,  any  fouling  of  domestic  water  supplies, 
inspection  nnder  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders,  notification  of 
infectious  diseases,  and  disinfection.  I  am  also  meat  linspector. 

ALFRED  E  BEWES,  M  I.  M,  &  Cy.  E. 

A.  M.  I.  Struct.  E. 

A.  R.  S.  I.  &c. 

Surveyor  &  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Western  Area,  Wadebridge 
Rural  District  Council. 
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Prevelance  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 

In  June  and  July  a  mild  outbreak  of  whooping 
cough  occurred  amongst  the  children  attending 
Blisland  and  Withiel  Council  Schools. 

In  October  and  November  there  was  an  outbreak 
for  which  no  special  cause  could  be  assigned  amongst 
the  children  attending  Blisland  Council  School 

The  cases  generally  were  mild  and  were  all  treated 
with  Diphtheria  anti-toxin. 

Contacts  were  swobbed  and  prophylactic  doses  of 
anti-toxin  given. 

The  first  case  was  notified  on  October  22nd  and 
the  last  cases  (two  sisters)  on  November  12th, 

The  school  was  closed  from  November  ist  to 
November  15th,  and  for  a  further  period  from 
November  15th  to  November  29th. 

Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 


the 

year 

Total 

Cases 

Cases 

Admitted 

Total 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

8 

3 

0 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

l^aratyphoid) 

0 

0 

0 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

1 1 

0 

5 

Erysipelas 

3 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 

0 

0 
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Analysis  of  age  groups  of  cases  notified, 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria  Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Puerpural 

Pyrexia 

Under  1  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

10 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

20 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

35 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

6 

2 

0 

65  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Prevention  of  Blindness 

Any  necessary  action  is  undertaken  by  the  County 
Council. 


Tuberculosis 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Eegulations,  1925 
(relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  4ct,  1925,  or 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis). 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  the  year  — 


Age  periods 

NEW 

Eespiratory 
M  F 

CASES 

Non- 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  year 

0 

0 

Q 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

25 

5 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

35 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

C 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

8 

7 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

I  remain, 

Your 

obedient 

servant, 

J.  H.  HOBLINa, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


